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WARWICK POTTERS ASSOCIATION
PO BOX 343 WARWICK QLD 4730

NEWSLETTER NOVEMBER 2025
RODEO MARKETS




To all of our wonderful members a huge thank you for all that you do to help the
Warwick Potters shine at the Rodeo Markets. Huge job to bring treasured items from
our Gallery to showcase the wares down at the market. Great day.. So special thanks
go to all of the ladies who assisted with the carting of the precious cargo, set up of the
stall and wonderful arrangements of the tables to showcase the pottery.

It says something when potters from Laidley came to our stall and purchased an item.




WARWICK ART GALLERY PIECE

One of our talented members has a piece showing at the Warwick Art Gallery.

If you have a moment, pop in to have a look at the display.




BLACKBOARD

The blackboard down at the Warwick Potters House is bounding with activity for our
members to participate in. _If you have the time, pop in and embrace the wonderful vibe
that our members are creating.
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Also there will be a Christmas mini-market and gallery open day on 13th. December
with the possibility of commencing at 9am through until perhaps 12. Gallery is open
and will have a coffee van, plus other club stalls. Followed by Christmas celebrations
12 - 2 at the Clubhouse. Bring a Plate.

Watch out for further information regarding a John James Workshop for February
2026. More info further down our great Newsletter.



8th November [ its a Saturday ] we are going to trial a Christmas bauble tutorial. BOY
clay and gear. Plus bring kanthal wire if you have it. All welcome. Oh what a hoot !!!!
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Did you register for the workshop run by Penny on Saturday 15th and Sunday 16th
November 8.30 - 3pm. Limited placings. If there are any vacancies - join in NOW.
Contact Pauline, Jillian or Penny.

WARWICK ART GALLERY - INVITATION

Shifting Ground - Official Exhibition Opening - with Curator Larissa Warren

When: Saturday 15th November 1pm until 3pm with official proceedings from 1.30pm



Shifting Ground showcases a stunning selection of ceramic works by twelve
contemporary Australian artists, alongside a poignant collection of historical pieces by
pioneering women potters from Tamborine Mountain region. Each piece is crafted from
Tamborine Mountain native volcanic clays, uniting artists - both past and present - and
highlighting the deep connection between place, material and tradition.

If you are able to attend, please R.S.V.P.

.Image - Ulrica Trulsson, Textured Wild Clay Small Boxes [5], 2023, Eagles Close Clay,
School Clay Slip, Eva and Alice clay slips, Display 8x35x7cm. [ Courtesy of the artist]

Note from the President:

New Procedures - Kilns

The Association has passed a motion introduced by the President to introduce a 6
month trial of standardised kiln costing procedure based on weight of pots after bisque
and glaze firings.

This will standardise the process for all members who are firing pottery, and all
members will be priced fairly. This also creates a transparent and fair procedure that



can be followed by all volunteers when unloading the kilns. This enhances succession
planning and removes a barrier of 'too hard' for volunteers to learn to price the kiln firing.
Two volunteers will now be required to load and unload the kilns, and two volunteers will
be required to calculate the cost of firing pots, and sign to say that they have completed
the calculations correctly. This creates accountability and transparency in the process
and increases member faith in the process. It also creates an audit trail if members
need to double-check the pricing of their work. Discrepancies or queries will be dealt
with by the Secretary and President, to ensure that any escalation is dealt with
appropriately.

Your pots will be charged as a proportion of the total cost of firing the kiln, based on the
fired weight of your pot/s.

This makes sure that everyone's pots are being treated equally and fairly when priced.
The total cost of firing the kiln has not changed, you may not even notice much of a
difference in your monthly account.

This brings the Association into line with other Associations in Australia and many
commercial potteries that fire community work.

New Firing Temperatures - Coming 2026

To create fairness in the temperatures that we are offering to members, and reduce
wear and tear on the kilns, we will be introducing 1220 degrees firings in 2026.

All work that is sculptural and does not need a functional reason to go be fired at 1260
will be fired at 1220 degrees (Except for those items made from Walkers 10, which will
remain at 1260 and above).

Sue Creed and Jillian are working on developing a new range of club glazes that will fit
our standard clay bodies and this temperature.

1220 is a suitable temperature for all our club-offered clays except Walkers 10.

1220 will also be perfect for those members who love using underglazes and mid-fire
glazes on their work, for more colourful results.

This gives members more options when glazing their pots, and hopefully will provide
less disappointment for those members whose work has lost its colour when fired to the
higher temperature of 1260, or the poor glaze fit that we are experiencing with Feeney's
Fine Blend at high temperatures.

We will not be removing any temperatures from the current offerings, we are expanding
the offering to accommodate as many people's creative endeavours as possible.

This may mean that you wait longer for your pots to be fired, as a full load would have to
be ready, however the benefit of better results should be a good incentive for patience!
Also, members that have had to wait longer for their work at 1220 will not wait as long,
as sculptural work that does not need to go to 1260 will be moved to the 1220 schedule.



We will also be reviewing in 2026 the bisque temperature - the current temperature will
be reviewed after reports of weakened bisqueware from members.

Firing ID Note - new mini procedure

Jillian has introduced a Firing ID Note - a small slip of paper that needs to be completed
and put with your pot in the kiln shed.

This ID note will complement the above improvements to the pricing and offering of
temperatures.

Members can now nominate which temperature they want their work fired to. The slip
also creates an audit trail for members' work when priced.

Jillian will distribute these in the clubhouse and kiln shed as soon as possible, please
start using them as soon as you can.

More information will be distributed with the meeting minutes once approved, and full
details on procedures, as well as worked examples will be provided to all members via

email.

Thank you for your support in improving the fairness, transparency and creative
offerings to members.

HOUSEKEEPING

To the wonderful Tuesday group. You create wonders every Tuesday. Could we ask
that all food not consumed be taken back with you and not left on the table. We have

WEEKEND WORKSHOP

The first weekend in February 2026, being [ 7th and 8th ] we have the privilege of
having John James conduct a workshop on the wheel. We seek expressions of
interest from our members if they would like to participate in a one or two day workshop.
Remember we only have 6 wheels here at the house. Depending on numbers we
could even do two one day workshops.

If you would be interested in this can you please advise our President Jillian or our
Secretary Pauline so that we can gather numbers.



WARWICK POTTERS GALLERY

An idea has sprung to enhance anyone interested to come up and spend time in our
delightful Gallery. Have you seen it lately. Absolutely stunning and huge thanks go to
our Gallery Co-ordinators. You are magic !!

So as | said an idea - offering a great vibe within the gallery and offering any clients that
walk in the door - a cuppa. Sounds delightful to enhance their will to meander through
the gallery and spot a treasure. Hence it would be great if we can offer them that cuppa
in a mug produced by members of the Warwick Potters. Should anyone wish to create

cups/mugs for this purpose it would be fabulous. Please liaise with Jillian or Pauline or
the gallery guru’s.

Another idea is that we can have a few small tables and chairs on the balcony of the
Club House for those clients who have meandered through the gallery and have
accepted our kind offer of a cuppa to sit on our balcony and enjoy time to chatter and
perhaps go back in to purchase an item.

Hence if anyone has a small table and chair that they could donate to place on the
balcony that would be awesome. We only need about three sets.  If you can help

out with these items please touch base with Jillian, Pauline or the wonderful
extraordinary gurus of the gallery.

INCENSE BURNERS
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Something small to make for a Christmas gift perhaps. Unusual too.



GUEST POTTER - Ted Secombe

When | spoke with Ted he was only too happy to share his journey with you.

Enjoy.




Ted Seacombe was born in Brisbane in 1957 and it wasn't until 1979 that he
commenced a ceramic career and is self taught in all aspects of the ceramic process.

Ted draws his influences from Asia in which he lived as a child and it was his earliest
exposure to ceramic art. He has an insatiable curiosity for many variables,
encompassing clay and glaze and experiments with wood firing, salt glazing,
earthenware, lustre glazes and high fired porcelain and stonewares.

In his early years he learnt that the production of utilitarian wares for the table was not
his forte and has a good deal of respect for potters who choose this road as it requires a
great deal of discipline and hard work.



Ted says his calling was and has always been for the decorative ceramic and has
endeavoured to evolve and grow as an artist by exploring the possibilities of decorative
art.

Ted Seacombe is regarded as one of Australia’s most significant and accomplished
ceramic artists. After almost 4 decades at his potter’s wheel, he says that making pots
is more challenging now than when he first began, as his motivation is purely the
expression of his ideas and creativity. He has now developed a mastery of the medium
that allows him to take his experimentation further than ever before.

Ted is known for his beautiful and graceful forms and crystalline glazes that are rich in
colour and delicate in texture and patterning. He is constantly experimenting and
developing his glazes, some of which are reminiscent of ancient Chinese glazes.

Ted’s current work has emanated from his experiences exhibiting in Japan and India.

In both countries, he was overwhelmed by the beauty and visual feast offered by their
textiles. The mastery of design coupled with an innate ability to blend and match color
drawn from a long history of involvement with process has influence his glaze palette.

Today Ted focuses on producing works for exhibitions through fine art galleries and his
home gallery.

Usually Ted exhibits once a year in Australia and once a year abroad.




Ted also wanted to share with you his latest piece from his new series. One that he is super
happy with.

Any queries please contact Jillian McCulloch president@potters.org.au

Next meeting of the Warwick Potters will be 1st December at 5.30pm. Trust you can make it !!.

REMINDER: There will be no meeting in January, so see you in
February 2026


mailto:president@potters.org.au

